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LETTERS 


F R O M 
Monſieur MA UB E R 7, 


TO THE 


Author of the Consi1DztrRATIONS 
on the preſent German Wax. 


SIX, Bruſſels, Nov. 1, 1760. 


Shewed his Exc: Ilency Count Cobent- 
zel, the Draught you fent me of the 
Pamphlet you intend to publiſh. But, 

I am ſorry to jay, it did not meet with 

that Approbation and Encouragement 
which you expected, His Excellency, 
notwithſtanding my moſt folemn Aſſeve- 
ration to the contrary, remains convinced 
that I am the Author, and you one of 
thoſe fictitious Correſpondents, who have 
ſo often appeared in my Papers in the Ar- 
ticles fram London ”_— Kenſington, He, 
wha 
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(2) 

who values himſelf upon his Knowledge 
of the Engliſh Language, finds great 
Fault with the Stile : He calls it a vapid 
Tranſlation from a flat Original, enlivened 
here and there with a few ſprightly Paſ- 
ſages. Theſe Inſertions he aſcribes to the 
Pen of Dr. Wilcox, an Enghiſh Ecclefiaſtic, 
who has for ſome time dwelt among us ; 
and he ſuſpects Mr. Nenie, an Iriſhman, 
to be the Tranſlator. 


In ſhort, Sir, there is no driving this 
Idea out of his Head, As I found him 
thus incorrigibly difpoſed, I did not ven- 
ture to petition for the Reward in read 
Money which you hoped for, and which 
you ſo kindly propoſed to ſhare with me. 
I confined my Requeſt to a Promiſe from 
him, that if the Pamphlet ſucceeded in 
London, he would conſider its Author pro- 
portionably to the Succeſs of his Endea- 
vours for the Intereſt of the auguſt Houſe. 
But far from indulging me even in this, 
he reply'd, that the worſt Enemy the 
Houſe of Auſlria had, could do nothing 
in the way of Writing ſo prejudicial to its 
_ Intereſts ; as the Pamphlet would infal- 
libly draw forth an Anſwer which might 
produce infinite Miſchief: And it ſeemed 
calculated merely for that Purpoſe. That 

| it 


(3) 
it was ſtuffed with falſe Fats, known to 
be ſuch by every Clerk in Office, and 
every Reader of a News-paper all over 
Europe; and that the Reaſoning was ab- 
ſurd, even ſuppoſing the Facts true. 


Your two Friends, Wilcox and Nenie, 
theſe were his Words, have clubbed their 
Nonſenſe with yours; for it is impoſſible 
ſo many Abſurdities ſhould be contained 
in any fingle Head. A notable Attempt 
to prove that France undone by Sea, re- 
= her Ruin by ſucceſſive Loſſes for four 

ears paſt upon the Continent of Ger- 
many ; that ſhe purſues this Plan and 
lengthens out this War with a View to ex- 
hauſt a wealthier Nation, who fpends leſs 
in carrying it on, borrows Money at little 
more than half the Rate of Intereſt ſhe 

ys, and does not expoſe near ſo many of 
er People in the Quarrel. 


This Project being extravagantly abſurd, 
there is but one other Object that France 
can be ſuppoſed to have in View from 
her Conqueſt of Hanover, and that is an 
Equivalent in Exchange for it. But from 
whence can ſhe hope for this Equivalent ? 
and what muſt the Compenſation be ? 


Can ſhe, with the Author of the Pam- 
B 2 phlet, 
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(4) 
phlet, expect that England deſerting Ha- 
nover now, which France cannot hold, and 
is of no Value to her, will at the Conclu- 
ſion of a Peace, yield in Exchange for it 
to her Rivals in Trade and Maritime- 
Power, any of thoſe important Conqueſts, 
without which France muſt remain as in- 
conſiderable at Sea, as the Houſe of 
Auſtria now is? Had the moſt virulent 
Language of Oppoſition in England ever 
been true, that a German King fat upon 
the Britiſh Throne, ſerved by Germanized 
Miniſters directing penſioned Parliaments, 
yet this Sacrifice even under ſuch a Reign 
would have been impracticable. His 
Throne and their Heads would fall in the 
Attempt. But Providence has now ren- 
dered the Suppoſition ſtill more extra- 
vagant ; the Engliſh have now a Britiſh 
King, whoſe Intereſts and Affections will 
be centered in his native Country. And 
if, as your Pamphlet aſſerts, the preſent 
Parliament be not bound by their Reſo- 
lutions and Addreſſes to the Defence of 
Hanover, which they folemnly promiſed 
to defend, a new Parliament muſt be free 
from an Obligation which never was en- 
tered into by either, of recovering Ha- 
nover by Ceſſions of infinitely greater 
Value, He added with a Smile, you 
| | have 


(5) 
have alſo delivered them from every Mos 
tive of Compaſſion, for it ſeems Hanover 
would loſe nothing by a Change of 
Maſters, even were France? to be the gen- 
tle Arbiter of her Deſtiny. He conti- 
nued—Indeed, Maubert, your Pamphlet 
will only ſerve to ſet the Engliſb a think - 
ing on ſome rational Solution of the Mea- 
ſures purſued by France. They will diſ- 
cover that Plan agreed upon een us 
and her, which I revealed to you under 
the Seal of ſtricteſt Secreſy, when I in- 
ſtructed you to expoſe in your Gazette 
the Expence of holding Flanders and the 
little it produces in return, If the Equi- 
valent which France is to have from us 
for Hunover, and the Compenſation we 
are to yield for her Loſſes and Expence in 
Germany, were thoroughly underſtood in 
England, the German War would become 
ſtill more popular now, than it was under 
the Reign of George II. and every Man in 
England would be convinced, that every 
Drop of Britiſb Blood ſhed, and every 
Guinea ſpent in Germany, is for the Sal- 
vation of Great-Britain, Burn your 
Pamphlet, leſt the Engliſb, who are ſaga- 
cious, ſhould be led by it to ſtumble upon 
this Secret; and confine yourſelf to Intel- 
ligence from England, publiſhed here, of 
= Diſtreſſes 
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borrowed Shapes, not ſufficient to protect 


(6) 
Diſtreſſes and Diſcontents which encou.. 
rage your ignorant Readers, and give 
Spirits to our drooping Cauſe. 


Thus ended our Converſation, in which 
his Excellency was much more earneſt 
than he ever had been with me on any 
former Occafion, altho' I may ſay without 
Vanity, that he has treated me in many 
Inſtances with Confidence and Familiarity 
upon Subjects of the moſt intereſting Im- 
2 In ſo very different a Light do 

app.car here, from that in which your 
ſcandalous and lying Hackney-Writers 
would expoſe me in England. 


Now, my dear Friend, let me intreat 
you to drop all Thoughts of publiſhing 
your Pamphlet. His Excellency, who 
ſees farther and knows more than we do, 
apprehends, as you may perceive, Conſe- 
cuences ariſing from it which may be fatal 
to the Cauſe of the Houſe of Auſtria, 
which I know you wiſh well to. I may 
alſo ſuffer in my private Intereſt ; and 
ſhovld his Excellency continue to ſuſpect 
me the Author, I may be driven from 
hence, again to wander a Fugitive under 


me 


(7) 


me from the Inſults and Cruelties of a 
perſecuting World. 


We have paſſed many happy Hours 
together in London. Why may I not hope 
for a Repetition of the ſame Happineſs at 
Bruſſels? You will find many of your 
Countrymen of Learning and genteel 
Education, altho' a little impair'd in their 
Circumſtances. But Burgundy is cheaper 
here, and infinitely better than Por? in 
London, | 


Would you make your Reception till 
more agreeable, ſend me from time to time 
ſome Accounts of what paſſes amongſt 
you, to enrich my Gazette with authentic 
Intelligence, the want of which I have 
been obliged to ſupply with Inventions of 
my own; and as theſe have ſometimes 
been notorioufly contradicted by untowatd 
Facts, I run a Hazard of ſinking in my 
Reputation ; and the Sale of my Paper 
begins already to decline, 


Since the Misfortune that befell my 
Friend Dr. Henſey, I have had no Cor- 
nt to whom I could truſt, He 

was of fingular Uſe to me, altho' it was 
diſcovered upon his Tryal, that moſt - 


(8) 
his Intelligence was drawn from the 
Court-Calendar and Millan's Lifts. But 
the People I have to deal with are ſo ig- 
norant of what paſſes among you, that 
even what is to be found in every Engliſh 
Almanac is a Secret to them: So caſy it 
is for our Friends in England to inſtruct 
us, without engaging themſelves in the 
ſmalleſt Hazard. I would be the laſt 
Man in the World to expoſe you to any; 
your Intentions are ſuch as may ſafely be 
avowed ; you mean to bring your Country 
back to the old Syſtem and the Support 
of the Houſe of Auſtria. Henſey, who 
meant ſomething more, was taken off at 
the preciſe Time when he could be of the 
moſt Advantage to me ; when he was ad- 
mitted into a Club of gentee] Company, 
where he heard many Things that paſſed 
in higher Life, and had his Allowance 
encreaſed by France equal to the Expence 
of drinking Claret. You have Opportu- 
nities which never could have fallen in his 
Way, in your frequent Converſations with 
the Great, and with thoſe who are ad- 
mitted to them, 


Thus, my dear Friend, you may be 
uſeful to me and to yourſelf, more than 
by writing Pamphlets, which, a 

we 
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(9) 

well intended, hurt the Cauſe you would 

omote, Let me therefore once more 
intreat you to abſtain from printing your 
Conſiderations on the German War. But 
if you are deaf to my Advice upon this 
Subject, if you will not yield to me as a 
Friend in Politicks, yet as having ſome 
Skill in our Profeſſion, as an Author let 
me counſel you to leave out at leaſt three 
Parts in five of what you have wrote. 
In ſo doing, nothing will be omitted that 
you mean to ſay: ſo much of your 
Book at leaſt is all Repetition. Even 
Truth and Reaſon often repeated deaden 
on the Ear; and Falſehood and Sophiſm, 
which may eſcape one reading undetected, 
run a Hazard of being diſcovered on a 
ſecond. There is another Circumſtance 
which ſtrengthens this Advice; the Im- 
pms will be leſs * and the 


llance againſt you with the Publiſher 
| lefs confiderable. Six-pence more for a 


Pamphlet holds back ſome Readers from 
buying it; and the large Size of a Volume 
deters many. 


You fee, my dear Friend, that altho' I 
am at a Court and have acceſs to great 
Miniſters, I do not flatter like a Courtier. 


vor alſo explained to you, with a Sin- 
GC cerity 
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(10) | 
cerity unuſual here, the perſonal Motives 
which operate upon me. Iam in 
you will not rank among theſe the Jea- 
louſy of an Author. If your Pamphlet 
ſhould have Succeſs, I might eaſily aſſume 
to myſelf the whole Honour | reſulting 
from it, as I ſhould certainly be thought 
the Author; and even without owning it, 
the whole World, with Count Cobent 20], 
would call it Maubert's, Your Gene- 
rofity and Friendſhip have alſo offered me 
half the Profits; but theſe Irefign to you, 
if, deaf to my Intreaties, you de not yield 


16 the cordial Advice of Him, who has the 
Honour to be, &c. 


( 11 ) 
Dear Sir, Bruſſels, Jan. 30, 1761. 


MV Pleaſure was equal to my Sur- 
prize at the Receipt of your Let- 
ter: I frankly owned in mine to you, I 
had no Conception that your Pamphlet 
could ſucceed, and I as freely imparted to 
you His Excellency Count Cobentzel's 
Opinion of it ; and his Apprehenfions of 
the Evils it might produce to qur Cauſe, 
by rendering your Countrymen ſtill more 
eager in their Purſuit of the War in Ger- 
many. We were both happily miſtaken, 
and I find with the utmoſt Joy that you 
have made your Way to a fourth Edition. 
You certainly knew the Genius and Turn 
of your Country better than we did. But 
in Juſtification of his Excellency and my- 
ſelf, you muſt own, that to form any 
Opinion of England a Man muſt live 
among you, and watch your Variations 
from Day to Day among all the Ranks of 
your People, from the Cobler up to the 
prime Miniſter. Maxims of Policy, and 
Knowledge of Hiſtory, even of your own 
Hiſtory, are uſeleſs Acquiſitions to the 
forming any Judgment of you. He muſt 
be born an Engliſhman who would judge 
of England, and fore-feel by an Inſtinct 
| C 2 peculiar 
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( 12) 

peculiar to yourſelves, what may ha 
and is not reſolvable into any ſtated Prin- 
ciples of Action or Reaſoning, like thoſe 
Animals who are taught by ſomething in 
their Nature, to perceive approaching 
Changes in the Air or Waters, Elements 
which bear the neareſt Reſemblance to 
you, without any ſenſible Appearance of 
Alteration in either. 


Who but an Engliſhman, immediately 
after having heard the Guns of the Park 
and Tower fired, and ſeen the Cities of 
London and Weſtminſter in a Blaze upon 
the Defeat of an Auſtrian Army by the 
King of Pruffia, could hope to be heard 
or read in the ſtrongeſt and moſt bitter 
Invectives upon him ? Or that thoſe who 
at Night were drunk and hoarſe in his 
Praiſe, ſhould next Morning open their 
Eyes and Mouths to read and exclaim 
againſt Yeſterday's Champion for the 
Proteſtant Cauſe, the Protector of the 
Liberties of Europe, and the only Friend 
of Great-Britain ? — This univerſal Fa- 
vourite of a ſudden became a Deſpiſer of 
all Religion, an unprovoked Invader of 
the Dominions of his Neighbour, and a 
faithleſs and frontleſs Ally, who, while 
he ſued for a Subſidy, impoſed a vn 


(13) 
and is now ready to turn his Arths upon 
the Benefactor who ſupplies and ſupports 
him. 


I am verſed in the various Revolutions 
of your Governments and Adminiſtra- 
tions, and your other frequent Changes. 
I have read of your 'Edwards and your 
Marlboroughs, who were in their Turns 
deifyed and deſpiſed. I have ſeen Y——s 
Image in every Houſe and hanging upon 
numberleſs Sign-Poſts ; and have beheld 
him afterwards an Object of Contempt 
and Derifion toall who ſaw or heard him. 
The E—ls of B— and O were reduced 
to converſe t er on the ſame ſolitary 
Bench in the H. of P. during my abode in 
London. Theſe Variations I have read or 
ſeen, and accounted for them. Inconſiſt- 
ency of Conduct, Operations of Party, Fluc- 
tuation of Intereſts and Events render theſe 


Cataſtrophes natural and unſurprizing to 


But without any one of theſe Cauſes, any 
Alteration of Meaſures, or Reverſe of For- 
tune, that a Nation ſhould, as I before 
expreſſed myſelf, go to Bed perfectly ſatis- 
fied with the Wiſdom of Miniſters, 
and the Juſtice and Neceſſity of their 


Conduct, 


thoſe who are Spectators of the Drama. | 
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next Morning me deſponding and 
ready for a total Change ! — is ſuch a 
Phenomenon as is not to be paralleled in 
Politicks; and finds no Reſemblance in 
Nature except in the Humours of a 
froward Child, or the diſcompoſed Habit 

Body. And that this 


let conveying no Au- 
the Name of the Writer, 
no one founded Objection 
that was not before univerſally underſtood 
and felt, renders the Event more aſtoniſh- 
ingly inexplicable. May I add another 
Circumſtance which will humble you as 
an Author, but ſhould make you vain as 
a Politician ? All this has been done thro 
falſe Facts, falſe and inconclufive Reaſon- 

ing, Raring Contradictions, and tedious 
Repetitions, in a and incum- 
bered Order and uncouth Stile. Theſe 
Blemiſhes in your Writing are Shades that 
ſhew your Sagacity in the ſtrongeſt Light, 

You knew what would beſt do to ſerve 
your Purpoſe, and you poſſibly took your 
Hint from what Charles the Second faid 
of a filly Preacher, who ſucceeded won- 
3 in converting others to his Opi- 


nions, 


(15) 
nions, His Nonſenſe was ſuited to theirs 
with whom be had to deal. 


To-morrow I ſhall wait upon his Ex- 
cel , and have no doubt of obtaining 
for you that Reward which you before 
expected, and have now ſo juſtly deſerved. 
I might avail myſelf of the whole, and 


of the entire Honour of your Succeſs 
with him, by entertaini — 


my being the Author of yout Pamphlet; 
but I ſcorn ſuch mean Pratices, and and ſhall 
be contented with the Share you have al- 
ready allowed me to retain of his Excel- 
lency's Bounty, and with Abſtracts from 
your Work which ſhall be uſhered to the 
Workd in my Papers. I would not fail 
to congratulate you by this Poſt. The 
next will, I hope, inform you of my 
Succeſs with Count Cobentzel, 
your Expectations and Deſerts. I have 
the Honour to be, 


My Dear Friend, &c. 
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(16) 
Bruſſels, Feb. 1, 1761. 


Waited Yeſterday upon his Excel- 
lency, who, without making me at- 
tend as he uſually does for many Hours, 
admitted me into his Cloſet, and with a 
placid Countenance told me, Maubert, 
you have publiſhed your Pamphlet in 
London contrary to my expreſs Com- 
mands ; you muſt abide by the Canſe- 
quences. I anſwered, the Conſequences 
are fuch as would recommend me to 
Excellency's Favour, altho* I had -ven- 
tured to tranſgreſs your Orders, But I 
claim no Merit from Succeſs. I con- 
veyed your Opinion to the Author of his 
Performance, and added every thing 1 
could to ſtop its Publication. The Eng- 
liſh will have their own» Way, True, 
they will, replied the Count, and they are 
ſuch Ways as none but themſelves can 
gueſs at. They are a wiſe People, and 
yet more apt to be led aſtray by Nonſenſe 
than the moſt ignorant and abſurd. Their 
Love of Change is their predominant 
Paſſion, and Paſſion is an Over-Match for 
Reaſon. They are as vapouriſh in their 
Politicks as in their Health, and in a low 
Fit they will truſt to any Empirick wha. 
mounts 


Dear Sir, 
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mounts the Stage and harangues the Mul- 
titude, and who advertiſes and diſpenſes 
infallible Receipts for imaginary Diſeaſes, 
Thus, at certain, or rather uncertain 
Periods, they are under the abſolute Di- 
rection of popular Orators, or Scriblers 
for Bread. The firſt Stand which they 
ventured to make againſt France, with an 
Army compoſed of Hanoverians, Heſſians, 
and Brunſwickers, ſcemed to all Europe 
an extravagant Meaſure, with every Pro- 
bability derived from Hiſtory and ſupe- 
gainſt them. And the 


rior Numbers a 
Event was ſuch as all the World but 
themſelves expected. The Breach of the 
Treaty of Cloſter-Seven was conſidered by 
us as a Stroke of Deſperation ; yet it ſuc- 
ceeded, and has been followed by a Train 
of ſurprizing Events, with which capri- 
cious Fortune ſometimes rewards her raſh 
Votaries; until what was Temerity in 
its Outſet, became Wiſdom in its farther 
Progreſs. The Britiſh Genius ſeized on 
that preciſe Moment to demonſtrate it- 
ſelf more fickle and whimſical than the 
blind Goddeſs ; and thoſe who voted for 
the Army of Obſervation and applauded 
the Breach of a Neutrality granted by a 
victorious and purſuing Enemy, trembled 
and turned pale when that Enemy 2 
| D : 
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fled in his Turn, and demonſtrated the 
Odds of Valour and good Conduct againſt 
a ſhameful Deficiency in both. The 
Heads of the Eng/i/b muſt ſurely be giddy 
and turned by the Rapidity of their Suc- 
ceſs in every Part of the known World. 
Sir, quoth I, (for I thought this a good 
Opportunity) he whoſe Pen has produced 
this aſtoniſhing Change in our Favour, 
(deſerves a Token of your Excellency's Ge- 
neroſity and Approbation. Not ſo faſt, 
good Maubert, reply'd the Count. He ad- 
ded with a Sneer, France who in conſe- 
of the Impreffion he has made, 
will be at no Expence in , may 
well afford out of thoſe ſpare Millions 
with which hepreſents her in his Pamphlet, 
to make him an adequate Return. But 
if ſhe pays her Authors no better than 
ſhe ſupplies the Subfidies promiſed to her 
Allies, your poor Friend muſt be contented 
with the Fame and Profit he has acquired 
by the Publication of his Writings. I 
have ſeen this Morning Nenie and Wilcox, 
who have received Accounts from 
land by the laſt Mail of what paſſes there, 
and I can now explain why that Pamphlet, 
which a few Months ago would have 
found no Purchaſers but in a Paftry-ſhop, 
has now been bought and read by every 


Body. 
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Body. Things are much altered in Eng. 
land fince the Death of the late King, 
Party begins to revive, and Parties have 
changed Sides. The Tories are become 
Courtiers, and the Whigs are to a Man 
diſcontented, You will agree with me 
that this Loſs to the Court 1s greater than 
the Acquiſition. There is no ſuch thing 
as Jacobitiſm in either of the three King- 
doms ; andeven the Catholicks of Ireland 
have addreſſed the young King, in Terms 
of the ſtrongeſt Affection and Zeal for his 
Perſon and Government. Nenie ſhewed 
me a Letter from an 1:/þ Merchant in 
London, who was formerly one of the 
moſt zealous Friends the Pretender had, 
and who now ſeems as paſſionately fond 
of George the Third. I thought it would 
have broken poor Nenze's Heart, He now 
for the firſt Time, gives up his King's 
Cauſe as loſt, I endeavoured to comfort 
him, by ſaying that no Man could fore- 
ſee what wonderful Effects might be ſud- 
denly produced by Reſentment in Eng- 
land, and that Mr. Wilcox informed me 
the Whigs were all diſcontented, the 
People ready to riſe againſt a Duty laid 
upon Beer, and that Ireland was in a 
Flame. He ſhook his Head, and replied, 
his Friend did not ſay one Word of the 

D 2 Matter 3 
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Matter; that by what he could find, 
every Body in both Kingdoms was pleaſed 
and tranſported with the young King, 
that he was almoſt ſtifled every Day in 
his Palace, by the Crouds of all Religions 
and Parties that preſſed to kits his Hands, 
and that he was expoſed to the ſame Ha- 
zard in the Streets by the Mobs that ſur- 
rounded him, eager to ſce a King born 
among them, who was, and looked an 
Engliſhman, the handſomeſt and beſt Fa- 
voured Man in his Kingdom. O, Sir, the 
Biſhop of Rocheſter was in the right, —a 
foreign Pretender can have no Chance 
againſt an Engliſb King. 80 poor Nenie 
went away deſponding. Now my Re- 
flections upon Milcox's Intelligence, which 
his been always better than Nenie's, are as 
follow : The Tories have ever been Ene- 
mies to a War on the Continent, T 
concluded the Treaty of Utrecht, and ſa- 
crificed us by an infamous Deſertion of 
the common Cauſe. It may now well be 
hoped they will make us Reparation, and 
the Applauſe given to this Pamphlet is an 
Earneſt of it. The King of Pruſſia will 
be at our Mercy, (and ſuch Mercy he ſhall 
have as he deſerves) when no longer ſup- 
ported by England, and with him all his 
Aſſociates, the rebellious States in Ger- 


many, 
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many. Our auguſt Empreſs will be more 
abſolute Miſtreſs of the Empire than any 
of her Anceſtors ever were, and upon a 
ſurer and firmer Foundation, as ſhe will 
have no claſhing Intereſts with France to 
diſpute and contend for. The Nether- 
lands, that eternal Source of Contention 
between the two Houſes, which coſt us 
Millions and never brought usany thing in, 
given up to France, will render us as na- 
tural Allies as ſhe and Spain have been, 
ſince the Spaniſb Monarchy has no longer 
been waſted and incumbered by them. 
England and Holland indeed will then be 
in the Power of France; but what are 
they to us when the Netherlands are out 
of the Queſtion ; we ſhall not want their 
Aſſiſtance againſt France, who certainly 
will never think of conquering Germany, 
nor could ſhe ſucceed if ſhe did, when 
Germany ſhall be ſubject to one ſupreme 
and abſolute Power. Here the Pamphlet 
ſpeaks Senſe, and this made me appre- 
henſive of its Publication, leſt the Engl:/þ 
ſhould be led into the Secret of our Sti- 
pulations with France, by conſidering the 
Abſurdity of her preſent Meaſures in any 
other Suppoſition. That our Ceſſion of 

Newport and Oftend, and the Endeavours 

of France united to ours, for the total 
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Deſtruction of the King of Pruſſia, have 
not long fince opened their Eyes is 
aſtoniſhingly lucky. The Dutch me 
to ſuſpect ſomething of this Kind, but 
D' Afﬀrey has given them a =. They 
juſt waked and are now as faſt aſleep as 
ever. Be ſure, Maubert, that you publiſh 
no Extracts from the Pamphlet in your 
Paper. I hall give the fame Advertiſe- 
_ to all the 4 Gazette Writers in 
y; for what has ſerved us in England 
might t undo us elſewhere. Even our beſt 
Friends in the Empire might take the 
Alarm, I am not yet quite at caſc leſt 
an Anſwer ſhould come out, which may 
reveal a Secret ſo eaſily penetrated, 
But if there ſhould, and it ſhould it be 
tranſlated into French and German, and 
diſperſed upon the Continent, while our 
Friends the Tories contradict it in England, 
you ſball lye for us every where elſe. I 
bowed, and aſſured him I would. 


But, Sir, quoth TI, Is it fo very ſure that 
the Whigs in England are diſcontented, 
and may I venture to affirm it in my 
Gazette? It has already ſuffered by In- 
telligence from the fame Hand. You 
will venture, faid the Count ſmiling, 
whether it be true or falſe, but here is 


my 


( 23 ) 
my Aut it comes from an old 
Whig. He abe out the Letter to Ni. 
cox, and read the following —_ 
* Strange things have ha 
late King's Death, and — may — fl 
follow. The T—s are taken into Place 
and Power, many are to be made P—rs, 
the H—e of C ns will be crouded 
with them in the new P——t, ——4 
is ready to rebel. The L—ds u 
have refuſed to fend a M—y 


B- into 
E d, and the Mob threatehs to 
hang them up upon Sign-Poſts if they do. 
Their P t is diſſolved: no W—s 
are iſſued for the Choice of a new one, 
and it is much ſuſpected they are to be 
overned for the future without any 
nt. But what is ſtill of greater 
Importance to your Friends at Bruſſels, 
the War is grown unpopular among all 
Denominations and Degrees of Men, by 
a Pamphlet which has the Eyes 
of the Nation, by frequent Captures of 
our Trade, by an unprecedented Expence, 
by unequal Taxes upon the pooreſt and 
moſt uſeful Hands, of which a new ad- 
ditional Duty upon Beer is a flagrant In- 
ſtance, and by an enormous Debe, which 
muſt continue the preſent Grievances and 
Preſſures upon our lateſt Poſterity. Theſe 
Cauſes 


(24) 
Cauſes ſtagger the Councils of our young 
M h. One ſecret Expedition has 
been laid afide, and its more than proba- 
ble the other will not fail. We ſhall 
ſoon have Peace, which all wiſh for 
upon any Terms, for we cannot carry on 


the War.” 


To ſuch Circumſtances, ſaid the Count, 
is your Friend indebted for the Succeſs of 
his Pamphlet; or altho' the Account be 
exaggerated, as I much ſuſpect it is, for 
I think Y/:/cox's Correſpondent talks much 
in the Strain of Party, yet ſhould there 
be only one Party againſt the War, no 
matter whether Tory or Whig, and I 
can ſcarce believe a whole Nation can in 
one inſtant turn round like a ſkittiſh 
Horſe, yet there needs no other Cauſe to 
make Nonſenſe and falſe Facts paſs cur- 
rent with thoſe who are diſpoſed to re- 
ceive them. But I ſhall ſoon know more 
of the real State of Things in England : 
an Engliſbman juſt come from thence 
dines this Day with me. He is an honeſt, 
knowing, and a ſober Man, who is of no 
Party, but a true Lover of his Country. 
I knew him at Vienna, during Walpole's 
Adminiſtration, He did not approve his 
Meaſures, but did not join in the Vio- 

lences 


(25) 
lences againſt him. I have fince ſeen 
him here at the Commencement of the 
preſent War, He hates France but loves 
the Houſe of Auſtria, and much la- 
mented that unnatural Union, as he 
termed it, which connected us with our 
old Enemies, againſt our long-tried and 


faithful Friends. I replied, that if his 


Countrymen were our Friends, far from 
aſſiſting the King of Pruſſia, they would 
co-operate with us to regain Sileſia from 
him, He urged the Improbability of 
Succeſs, if we attempted it, and the Faith 
of Treaties, which would render the At- 
tempt criminal in the Eyes of the im- 
partial World. Adding, that from a re- 
ligious Obſervance of Treaties, England 
had ever derived her beſt Strength againſt 
France, uniting other Nations in the ſame 
Cauſe, who knew they could truſt to 
her; while France was obliged to act 
ſingle and alone, from want of the ſame 


Confidence. Upon this Principle he fore- 


told that a War in Germany, even againſt 
the Houſe of Auſtria, in Support of the 
King of Pruſſia, would be popular. That 
the Nation had many Prepoſſeſſions in 
Favour of him, even in the laſt War, as 
a great Proteſtant Power, who would 
never permit, whatever his other Con- 

E nections 
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( 26) 
nections were, the Proteſtant Cauſe to 


be run down in Eurape. That this Con- 
fideration alone would bind him to thoſe 
Powers, who with him were its only ſtay, 
and chiefly to England as the Principal 
among them. That it was now proved 
poffible Auſ{ria and France might unite : 
that Experience contradicted all Specula- 
tions drawn from former Maxims of Po- 
licy, and whatever the Motives to that 
Union might have been, its Succefs muft 
prove fatal to Proteſtantiſm. He told me 
many other things, which, however in- 
credible then, have fince been confirmed 
by the Event. From him I ſhall be able 
to judge of the Truth or Falſehood af o- 
ther Accounts. Come to-morrow, and 
you fhall know what he fays. So we 
parted, and as the Subject is intereſting, 
you ſhall have a full and faithful Narra- 
tive of what paſſes between them. I 
have the Honour to be, 


Dear Sir, Gc. 


(27) 
Dear Sir, Bruſſels, Feb. 3, 1761, 


I Waited Yeſterday Morning with im- 
A patience for the Hour at which his 
Excellency is viſible, and repaired to his 
Hotel even before the cuſtomary Time : 
but I was made to cool my Heels for 
ſome Hours in his Antichamber, while 
others were called in who had no Pre- 
. tence to that Preference. At length it 
came to my Turn and I was admitted: 
but his Excellency's Reception of me was 
as far from being the fame it was on my 
laſt Viſit, as his Impatience to fee and 
converſe with me had been. He kept 
me ſtanding, and with a Look unuſually 
grave, faid, here, Maubert, is an Anſwer 
to your Friend's Pamphlet, delivering into 
my Hands a Paper-Book, intitled, Rea- 
in Support of the War in GERMANY. 

It is ſuch as I apprehended would be 
brought forth. The firſt part is tireſome, 
and no wonder it ſhould, for it conſiſts 
of Quotations from that heavy Perfor- 
mance, expoſing its numberleſs Abſurdi- 
ties, and ſetting its contradictory Paſſages 
in oppoſition the one to the other, with 
References to the Pages in which they 
are contained. The laſt Part reveals 
| E 2 our 
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our Secret, and will produce infinite Miſ- 


Having vented his Spleen againſt your 
Performance, he became more placid and 
compoſed, He bade me fit down, and 
informed me in the following Words of 
the Converſation that had paſſed between 
him and his Engliſb Friend, of which he 
had taken Minutes, and read from them. 


l at firſt entertained him upon general 
Topics, ſaying that as our Nations were 
no longer Friends, as when we were 
wont to converſe freely together upon 
Men and Meaſures at Vienna, I ſhould 
not now dare to aſk him any particular 

Queſtions of the State of Things in Eng- 
land, altho' I well remembered that he 
then told me there were no Secrets in 
England; that what the Wiſeſt knew 
was to be found in News-Papers, and 
that the Money paid to Spies there by 
other Countries was ſo much thrown a- 
way. I might have added, quoth he, 

that it only ſerved to purchaſe falſe Lights, 

and erroneous Inferences ; that even tho 
the Facts related might be true, yet fifty 
to one the Conſequences drawn from them 

were falſe, That the Rebellion in 9 


(29) 

land, during the laſt War, which annjhi- 
lated the Pretender's little remaining 
Party, had its Riſe from this Cauſe; and 
that the preſent War, fatal to the naval 
Power of France, would not have been 
begun, had not M. de Mzrepoix truſted 
to Coffee-Houſe-Runners, and to his own 
ſagacious Remarks in better but as ill- 
informed Company, altho' he converſed 
with Miniſters, that England would pa- 
tiently bear French Quibbles and En- 
croachments in North America, rather 
than aſſert her Intereſt and her Rights by 
the Sword, Had the Pretender never 
heard of Animoſities and Diſſenſions, 
which vaniſhed while he marched to- 
wards Derby, he would not have ven- 
tured to ſet his Foot in Scotland ; and 
had not Mzrepoix read and been told of 
the Weight of Debts and Taxes contracted 
during the laſt War, which were forgot 
at the firſt Broadſide fired by Boſcawen, 
he would not have encouraged his Court 
in the Purſuit of Meaſures, which pro- 
duced their preſent Calamities. But Fo- 
reigners will term Diſcontent Diſaffection, 
and the Grumblings of ſome the Voice 
of the whole. They never will diſtin- 
guiſh between Party and the People, 
merely becauſe Party calls itſelf the Peo- 

ple. 
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ple. Nay, the whole Body of the People 
may be in the wrong, but the Exgliſs 
foon come right. And they who take 
their Meaſures from Guſts of popular 
Paſſion us, whether Natives or 
Foreigners, will find che Gale ſhift lon 
before they reach the Point of Deſtina- 
tion. 


- The only and ſtable Rule by 
which to judge of Engl; Meaſures, lies 
in a thorough Knowledge of our real In- 
tereſts, Theſe have been purſued in 
Peace without any concerted Plan, and 
have been attained in War without Se- 
crets or Surprize : We are not indebted 
for our Trade toa Chamber of Commerce, 
and the only Meaſure kept ſecret during 
this War is the only in which we have 
failed, our Expedition to Rochefort. We 
have truſted to well manned Fleets and 
well appointed Armies. How to procure 
theſe is the only Secret worth the know- 
ing, and that Secret, Praiſe be to God, 
our Enemies cannot purchaſe from us for 
their Uſe, 


Here I interpoſed, But . your Armies 
have been unactive during the laſt Cam- 
paign, and you have as little to boaſt of 
the Feats performed by your Fleets * 


(31) 

the French have made immenſe Captures 
on your Trade. He replied, Is the Com- 
pletion of the Conqueſt of North- Ame- 
rica nothing? Are our Succeſſes in the 
Eaft-Indies of no Account? Does the Stand 
already made by Prince Ferdinand againſt a 
greatly ſuperior Army deſerve to be called 
report FI ay cp. oak 

Our good Ally tbe Winter may yet prove 
as fatal to the "French in Heſſe, as it was in 
Hanover three Years ago; while ruined at 
Bea, they are exhauſting the little Stock of 
Wealth that remains with them, in unſuc- 
ceſsful Attempts in Germany. Have they 
found Mines of Gold and Silver in France, 
to ſupply the Want of Trade? Or are thoſe 
of the Spaniſt- Indies open to them, as in 
the War carried on by Leis XIV. againſt 
the Grand Alliance. Spain is now neu- 
ter, and may ſooa take an active Part in 
our Favour. Have you and France made 
up Matters with her and Sardinia in 
Ttaly ?---But you will not anſwer me. 
You have Secrets altho' we have none. 


You ſay our Navy has done little. It 
has not beaten, taken, and deſtroyed 
French Fleets, becauſe that Work was al- 
ready done. Is it doing little fo to.cover 
the Seas and block up the Ports of France, 
as to prevent any effectual Aſſiſtance from 


being 
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being ſent to her half-ſtarved and naked- 


Colonies, or any Attempt from being made 
upon ours? Invaſions, which the wiſeſt 
and braveſt among us apprehended a little 
while ago, are now the Ridicule of our 
old Women and Children, Credit is ſafe 
even from Alarms, and Foreigners 

in their Wealth upon us. Adverſe Winds 
and an advanced Seaſon prevented one Ex- 
pedition ; but another is preparing. Have 
a little Patience, while the French poſſeſs 
a ſingle Settlement out of Europe, our 
Fleet will not be unactive. What now 
remains with them, is little in Compa- 
rifon with what they have loſt ; and Gua- 
daloupe alone is, well worth Martinico and 
the French Part of Hiſpaniola, altho* an 
ignorant Pamphleteer has lately eſtimated 
the Revenue of the firſt of theſe at five 
Millions Sterling per Ann, 


During our Preparations for an Expe- 
dition, the French have made ſome Cap- 
tures on our Trade ; greatly exaggerated by 
the Sufferers, and in a great Meaſure 
owing to their own Impatience and In- 
diſcretion: But even then we took one 
Prize worth twenty taken from us, and 
notwithſtanding thoſe trifling Loſſes, our 
Trade is now greater than it ever was. 
We ſupply the Markets of Europe which 

France 
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France before divided with us, and we 
ſupply them partly with French Produce. 


Will Privateers and Prizes enrich a 
Nation and put an End to a War? It is 
a poor Trade which undoes many, for one 
Adventurer who receives Benefit from it, 
The Box ſwallows up the Profits, This 
we found, altho' we were Maſters of the 
Sea and few of our Enemies eſcaped us. 
Were it otherwiſe, the States of Barbary 
would be the richeſt in the World, and 
all the maritime Powers be at their Mercy. 
France would no doubt make an Alliance 
with them, and Lew:s XV. be the greateſt 
Corſair in This ſeems a more 
natural Meaſure of diſtrefling us, than by 
a War in Germany, where he can gain no- 
thing, and ſpends much more than we 
do, 


The Author of the Pamphlet, quoth 
I, which you have juſt now mentioned, 
is not of your Mind. I have read it, and, 
as I am informed, it has met with great 
Approbation. 


As you have read it, replied the Eng- 
liſhman, I need fay nothing of it: You 
have anſwered it in your own Mind. Here 
F however 
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howeyer is an Anſwer which it has pro- 
| duced, Believe me, and I would not de- 
ceive any Man, whatever the Operations 
of this Pamphlet have been, coinciding 
with the Humours of ſome, the Loſks 
ſuſtained by others, and the Expences of 
the War, great and —— as they 
are, yet far inferior to out Sueceſſes and 
the —— obtained by them, the 
loudeſt Clamourers againſt the War in 
Germany, would be ſtill more loud againſt 
a, baſe Defertion of a Prince confiding in 
us, of a People invaded upon our Ac- 
count, and the Proteſtant Cauſe left to 
the Mercy and Moderation of its wor ſt 
Enemies, Their Clamours would be 
mixed with the Cries of an incenſed and 
diſhonoured Nation. But were Religion, 
Faith, and Gratitude quite out of the 
queſtion, how would theſe Declaimers in- 
veigh againſt our Miniſters were the French 
permitted to ſend Succours to Martinico or 
the Ea Indies? Would they hope to ſee 
the French with folded Arms ſtanding upon 
their Coaſts, and deploring their Loſſes, 
without one Effort to prevent them? and 
when they found themſelves deceived in 
that Hope, how would they exclaim 
againſt thoſe who gave no Employment 
to our Encmies on the Continent of Ger- 
many ? 
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many? Theſe Men expect Effects with- 
out the Means that produce them: They 
would conquer without Expence, would 
be equally proſperous every where and at 
all Seaſons, and comparing ſmaller Suc- 
ceſſes with greater, call every thing Loſs 
which is not equal Gain. But theſe very 
Men, unreaſonable in their Expectations 
from War, would be as extravagant in 
their Demands at a Treaty for Peace, and 
would cavil at the moſt inconſiderable 
Ceſſion. However I muft confeſs I was 
aſtoniſhed at the Approbation given to 
this Pamphlet, for it was not confined to 
thoſe whom I have been deſcribing, and 
in whom nothing is ſurprizing. But it 
now declines faſt in the Eſteem of the 
Public. The moſt favourable to its Au- 
thor are willing to allow him honeft In- 
tentions, but admit the Performance to be 
unable and unſkilfal. Thinking Men 
condemn the Defign as much as the Ex- 
ecution : They perceive a diſguiſed Ene- 
my under the Maſk of a Friend. And all 

acquieſce in the Im of ftating 
England fo low and reduced, as to render 
it impoſſible to carry on the War againſt 
Prance even by Sea, and to compleat 
her Conqueſts in America and the Eaft- 
Indies. This, they agree, can produce no 
T 2 good 


( 36) 

good Effect; and if the Account was true, 
a difadvantageous and diſhonourable Peace 
muſt be the Conſequence. The incon- 
ſiſtent Man figns his own Condemnation, 
where he ſays that no Friend to his Coun- 
try would expoſe the whole Nakedneſs of 
her Condition. I replied, we may differ 
in our Notions of the Pamphlet, but you 
allow it has been generally approved and 
applauded ; and you muſt Ether own, 
the weaker it is, the ſtronger the Prepoſ- 
ſeſſions muſt have been againſt ſupporting 
the King of Pruſſia, and a German War 
for the Defence of Hanover. I am in- 
formed it has had a fourth Edition, and 
bids fair for a fifth or perhaps more. 


Good God ! faid my Friend, if the 
Number of Editions proves any thing 
more than the Curiofity of our People, to 
read what is new and extravagant ; if our 
Opinions are to be tried by this Teſt, we 
have neither Religion, Morality, Decency, 
or common Senſe left among us. I can 
produce many Books ſinning againſt every 
one of theſe which have enriched their 
Authors. But if you would be convinced 
of the true bent of the Nation, read the 
Addreſſes from every Part of the three 
Kingdoms to our young Monarch, 2 
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fing a Continuance of the War, and in 


the Warmth of their Zeal even indecently 
dictating to him a Purſuit of the ſame 
Meaſures traced out by his glorious Grand- 
father. Read the Votes of the Houſe of 
Commons granting Sums for every Service 
of the War upon the Continent, without a 
Diviſion, and I can add wich Truth, with- 
out a Debate. If you have any Doubt up- 
on our Means of carrying on the War, im- 

menſe as the Sums voted have been, there 
are Funds provided for them. What was 
wanted beyond the Produce of our uſual 
Taxes, was borrowed at a moderate Inte- 
reſt, little more than half what is offered 
by our Bankrupt-Enemy, for much ſmaller 
Sums to thoſe who ſhall be infatuated 
enough to truſt them. Our Subſcriptions 
were filled before the Propoſition for bor- 
rowing Money was made to Parliament, 
and great Sums were brought in by the 
Lenders, beyond what they were obliged 
to advance, in order to obtain an earlier 
Intereſt upon prompt Payments, Our 
Taxes, you will ſay, are grievous, and our 
Debts heavy ; but we have, as I before ob- 
ſerved, a more flouriſhing Trade than 
ever we enjoyed. It muſt remain with us 
during the War, for we have no Com- 


petitors ; and when God bieter the World 
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with Peace, we ſhall decide whether to 
lower or abolifh ſome Taxes, or leſſen our 
Debt out of a uity of two Millions 
Sterling per Ann. which even in Time 
of War are produced by our finking Fund. 
This indeed is the real State of our Affairs. 
Compare it with that of our Enemies, 


But, faid I, the Tories who have ever 
been a dead Weight upon all continental 
Meaſures, we have felt it when you were 
our Friends, will renew their Oppoſition, 
How they have been induced to concur 
with the Whigs in carrying on the War 
thus long, is to me a Myftery. God has 
wrought Miracles in your Favour : He 
has united you. But a Continuation of 
Miracles is more than you can hope for, 
or than your Religion permits you to be- 
lieve in. 


Many things, replyed my Friend, feem 
— Myſteries and Miracles to the ill- informed, 
which are clearly reſolvable into plain O- 
perations of natural Cauſes when the Prin- 
ciples are known. The Tories have con- 
curred with the Whigs whom they hated, 
in ſupport of Meaſures which they had 
all their Lives oppoſed when carried to a 
leſs Extent, and ſubject to fewer of their 
Objections, 
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Objections. Would your wonder be ftill 
increaſed ? they acted thus, without even 
the Promiſe of a Reward from their 
Leader, who tho' he could ſend Armies 
to the Continent, and Fleets from one 
end of the World to the other at an un- 
bounded and unmeaſurable Expence, had 
not a ſingle Office at his Command at 
| home. I could not help exclaiming, that 
the Situation of the Chieftain a 3 
incredible as the Behaviour of Troops 
which he commanded. 


It does ſo, replyed my Friend, but the 
Facts are notorious. I could explain the 
Cauſes, but this would lead us back a 

t way and require many previous 
— But the preſent Union, or 
rather Annihilation, of all Parties has no- 
thing myſterious in it: Diſunion would be 
a Prodigy. A Prince now fills the Throne 
beloved by all, and a Friend to all without 
Diſtinction. The Whigs are ed, for 
they continue in poſſeſſion of all the 
Employments, to which their or 
Abilities recommended them in the late 
Reign. They adminiſter the State, becauſe 
no others are from Experience or Know- 
of Buſineſs, fitted to be Mini- 
ſters. Thoſe of the ſubordinate _y 

ve 
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have their former Offices and Emolu- 


thoſe few, ſcarce one who has not had an 
Equivalent from his Sovereign's Bounty. 
The Tories are pleaſed, for the Proſcrip- 
tion by which they were ſtigmatized is 
taken off, Some are deſtined for Titles 
to which their Birth, Fortunes, and per- 
ſonal Merit have rendered them equal ; 
ſome are admitted into an Attendance 
upon the Royal Perſon, and all are re- 
ceived with a Benignity and Grace which 
never frowned but upon Worthleſſaeſs. 


His Majeſty's firſt Act leſſened the Re- 
venue allotted to his Predeceſſor for the 
Support of his Houſhold Expences and 
Civil Government. The Propofition came 
firſt from himſelf to his Parliament, and 
he pointed out a Method for that neceſ- 
fary Service, which, by an Alteration in 
the Means, conferred a Benefit upon 
Trade more than equal to the Sum re- 
mitted, Knowledge and Sentiment co- 
operated in this Plan, a Knowledge of 
our Intereſts, and a Feeling for them; 
and from the fame Feelings and with the 
ſame Sagacity, he from a contracted Fund 
has enlarged the Means of Royal Munifi- 
cence ; Waſte and Diffipation are cor- 

| rected 


ments: few have been removed, and of 


oo 
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Oeconomy, and the Sums 
__ Venality are —— for 
Uſes, ee 


dered Corruption unneceſſary. 


I could refrain ho longer, ſaid the 
Count, but produced thoſe Paragraphs in 
the Letter to Wilcox, which I read to you, 
adding, here is a Picture very different 
from what you have drawn. 


I confeſs it is, replied the Engliſbman. 
I do not know the Hand, but I cannot 
be deceived in the Condition of the Pain- 
ter. He is a peeviſh diſcontented Place- 
man, who fears to be turned out. There 
were many of this Character upon the late 
Demiſe, ſome even among thoſe of higher 
Rank than your Friend's Correſpondent ; 
but the number is greatly leflened as their 
2 chenſions ſubſide. They would ſa- 
Unanimity to a Monopoly of Royal 
Grace and Favour ; or ſtill more abſurdly 

would reconcile Union with Excluſion, 


All is quiet and ſtill in 7-----g, both 
Sides were poſſibly in the wrong, but are 
now met in a middle Point, which ad- 
juſts a Controverſy in which E— 4 
ſtrained a Law, hard in ſome Articles, to 

. G its 
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its utmoſt Rigour ; and J - refuſed 
Compliance upon Principles ſubverſive of 
the whole, Th 


The Duty upon Beer is upon a Com- 
modity of univerſal Conſumption, Had 
it been laid more univerſally upon the 
Material, it would be free from Objec- 
tion in the true Doctrine of Taxes, But 
there are Circumſtances attending this, 
which may render it an Exception to the 
general Maxim, and by confining its O- 
peration may affect thoſe only, who from 
an immoderate Gain, with which they 
were not before fatisfied, will now ſuffer 
a Diminution they can well afford. A 
few of the Rabble was in one Inſtance in- 
decently clamorous on this Subject; but 
the Condition were in proved that 
ſtrong Beer was by its Price too much 
within the reach of the loweſt Drunkard. 


Having now anſwered your Informers 
pretended Grievances, I will conclude 
with aſſuring you the ſame Cabinet Coun- 
cil is continued with the Addition of Lord 
B— only; the fame Harmony ſubſiſts in 
their Councils, which every honeſt Eng- 
liſhman wiſhes may continue; and the 
ſame Meaſures planned by his late * 

ave 
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have been purſued, ſometimes even to 2 
Degree of Aﬀectation ; as when our Mi- 
niſters long perſiſted in an tion, 
after it had been ſo retarded by contrary 
Winds as to render it greatly hazardous, 
and it was not laid afide until, by a Conti- 
nuance of the ſame invincible Obſtacles, 
the Seaſon of the Year rendered it im- 
cticable. Another is now in 

＋ before obſerved, and if Pe Gabe 
to the World, it will certainly proceed 
from our ſuperior Force, not our Inability 
to carry on the War, 


My Friend ſtopped, but I deſired Leave 
to aſk him one Queſtion more, — Who 
was to chuſe the new P t? He 
replied, The People of Great-Britain. 
The K--- abides by his firſt Declaration, 
that he would truſt to all honejt Men for 


his Support. 


Here ended our Conference, faid the 
Count ; and here ſhall end a long Letter 
from him who has the Honour of being, 


Dear Sir, &c. 
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